Patent Application Number: 10/822,266 
Attorney Docket Number: YKI.7565 



REMARKS 



Claims 1-5 are pending in the present application. 



A. Rejection under 35 U.S.C. §102(b) over Koii 



Claims 1-5 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by Koji 
(Published Japanese Patent Application JP10-171531). This rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) 
over Koji to claims 1-5 is respectfully traversed. 

In formulating the rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b), the Examiner alleges that Koji 
discloses a facility control monitoring method and system, wherein an arbitrary time and date are 
specified. The Examiner further alleges that Koji discloses that, in response to the arbitrary time 
and date, predetermined steps of a control procedure after the arbitrary date and time are 
displayed as a flowchart on a display device. Moreover, the Examiner alleges that paragraphs 
[0010] and [0013] of Koji discloses that predetermined steps of a control procedure after the 
arbitrary date and time are displayed as a flowchart on a display device. From these allegations, 
the Examiner concludes that Koji anticipates the presently claimed invention. This position and 
conclusion by the Examiner are respectfully traversed in view of the above amendments. 



As submitted above, amended independent claim 1 is directed to a facility control 
monitoring method for monitoring a control performed by a control device in a facility including 
a device to be controlled, the control device for controlling the operation of the device to be 
controlled, a setting device for transmitting a setting control value to the control device, and a 
sensor for transmitting an operational state measured value of the device to be controlled to the 
control device. The claimed method stores the control procedure performed by the control 
device; specifies an arbitrary date and time; and displays predetermined steps of the control 
procedure after the arbitrary date and time on a display device as a flowchart of the control 
procedure performed by the control device. 

With respect to amended independent claim 1, the presently claimed invention sets forth 
the displaying of predetermined steps of the control procedure after the arbitrary date and time 
on a display device as a flowchart of the control procedure performed by the control device. 



Independent Claim 1 
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In contrast, Koji, in paragraphs [0010] and [0013], teaches a display device that displays 
the process-flow of the facility at a certain point in time. The process-flow being displayed, as 
taught by Koji in paragraphs [0010] and [0013], shows what happened, at each device in the 
facility, along the process. In other words, the displayed process-flow is not a flowchart of a 
control procedure performed by a control device. 

Thus, Koji fails to anticipate the displaying of predetermined steps of the control 
procedure after the arbitrary date and time on a display device as a flowchart of the control 
procedure performed by the control device , as set forth by amended independent claim 1. 

Independent Claim 5 

As submitted above, amended independent claim 5 is directed to a facility control 
monitoring apparatus for monitoring a control performed by a control device in a facility 
including a device to be controlled, the control device for controlling the operation of the device 
to be controlled, a setting device for transmitting a setting control value to the control device, and 
a sensor for transmitting an operational state measured value of the device to be controlled to the 
control device. The facility control monitoring includes a storage unit for storing the operation 
control values transmitted to the device to be controlled and another control equipment from the 
control device, and the setting control value and the measured value which change with the lapse 
of the transmission time of the operation control values; a display device and an input device; 
and control means for retrieving, based on a an arbitrary date and time input value input through 
the input device, the control operation value at the date and time, corresponding to the arbifrary 
date and time input value, from the storage unit and for making predetermined steps of the 
control operation value to be displayed on the display device as a flowchart of the control 
procedure of the control device. 

With respect to amended independent claim 5, the presently claimed invention sets forth 
the displaying of predetermined steps of the control operation value on the display device as a 
flowchart of the control procedure of the control device. 

In contrast, Koji , in paragraphs [0010] and [0013], teaches a display device that displays 
the process-flow of the facility at a certain point in time. The process-flow being displayed, as 
taught by Koji in paragraphs [0010] and [0013], shows what happened, at each device in the 
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facility, along the process. In other words, the displayed process-flow is not a flowchart of a 
control procedure performed by a control device. 

Thus, Koji fails to anticipate the displaying of predetermined steps of the control 
procedure after the arbitrary date and time on a display device as a flowchart of the control 
procedure performed by the control device , as set forth by amended independent claim 5. 

Dependent Claims 

With respect to dependent claims 2-4, the Applicant, for the sake of brevity, will not 
address the reasons supporting patentability for these individual dependent claims, as these 
claims depend directly or indirectly from allowable independent claim 1. The Applicant reserves 
the right to address the patentability of these dependent claims at a later time, should it be 
necessary. 

Accordingly, in view of the amendments and remarks set forth above, the Examiner is 
respectfully requested to reconsider and withdraw the rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b). 
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B. Procedure 

In formulating the current rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b), the Examiner has relied 
upon certain paragraphs ([0010] and [0013]) in the Published Japanese Patent Application (JP10- 
171531). 

MPEP §706.02 states: 

Prior art uncovered in searching the claimed subject matter of a patent 
application often includes English language abstracts of underlying documents, 
such as technical literature or foreign patent documents which may not be in the 
English language ... If the document is in a language other than English and the 
examiner seeks to rely on that document, a translation must be obtained so that 
the record is clear as to the precise facts the examiner is relying upon in 
support of the rejection. The record must also be clear as to whether the 
examiner is relying upon the abstract or the full text document to support a 
rejection. [Emphasis added.] 

It is clear from the record that the record that either the Examiner failed to obtain a 
translation of the Published Japanese Patent Application (JP10-171531) or the Examiner failed to 
make such a translation of record so that the Applicant could clearly ascertain the precise facts 
being relied upon by the Examiner. Thus, if the Examiner continues to rely upon the teachings 
of the Published Japanese Patent Application (JP10-171531), the Examiner is respectfully 
requested to fulfill the Examiner's obligation making the translation of record and providing the 
Applicant with a translation so that the Applicant can clearly ascertain the precise facts being 
relied upon by the Examiner. 

Notwithstanding, the Examiner's failure to make a translation of the Published Japanese 
Patent Application (JP10-171531) of record so that the Applicant can clearly ascertain the 
precise facts being relied upon by the Examiner, the Applicant has obtained, to expedite the 
prosecution of this application, a computer translation of the Published Japanese Patent 
Application (JP10-171531), which is cited in the concurrently filed PTO-1449, so that the 
Applicant could properly respond to the Examiner's rejection and expedite the prosecution of 
this application. 
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CONCLUSION 

Accordingly, in view of the amendments and all the reasons set forth above, the 
Examiner is respectfully requested to reconsider and withdraw the present rejection. Also, an 
early indication of allowability is earnestly solicited. 

The Commissioner is authorized to charge Deposit Order Account No. 19-0079 for any 
further fee that is required or credit this account for any overpayment that is received in 
connection with the accompanying Response for the referenced application. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Matthew E. Connors 
Registration No. 33,298 
Gauthier & Connors LLP 
225 Franklin Street, Suite 2300 
Boston, Massachusetts 02110 
Telephone: (617) 426-9180 
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